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The Bureau of Land Management
The mis s ion is  to s us ta in the health, divers ity, and productivity 
of public lands  for the us e and enjoyment of pres ent and future 
generations .

BLM manages  1 of every 10 acres  in US - 245 million acres  of 
public lands  and 700 million acres  of mineral es ta te.

Promotes  multiple-us e on public lands , cons is tent with the 
Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976 (FLPMA).

• Recreation
• Minerals  
• Grazing
• Fores t products
• Wind and s olar
• Infras tructure (trans mis s ion lines , water, right of ways )



Field offices  and wildlife  programs
Interdis ciplinary Team – wildlife, fores try, fuels , geology, recreation, archaeology, range, fis heries , etc. 

Field offices  
guided by 
Res ource 
Management 
Plans  

Federal and 
agency law, policy, 
priorities , etc.



Role of BLM Wildlife  Biologis t
Provide wildlife expertis e to Interdis ciplinary Team

• Inform project planning 
• Analyze effects  of propos ed actions  
• Recommend mitigation/ avoidance

Proactive cons ervation
• Ecological res toration/ habita t improvement
• Inform land acquis itions / s waps
• Improve connectivity (e.g. fencing)
• Outreach

Res earch, inventory, monitor wildlife populations
• Regular monitoring of T&E/ s ens itive s pecies
• Res earch effects  of management actions
• Inventory abundance and dis tribution of focal s pecies
• Science communication



Provide wildlife  expertis e to ID team
The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)

• Propos ed actions  are reviewed under the requirements  
of NEPA.

• Very wide array of propos ed actions  within RGFO

The Endangered Species  Act (ESA)
• Determine potentia l effects  of propos ed actions  on T&E 

s pecies .
• Cons ult with the US Fis h and Wildlife Service when 

propos ed actions  may effect T&E s pecies

Federal Land Policy and Management Act (FLPMA)
• Mandated to manage for multiple us e
• Working lands capes



Mitigation and avoidance
Bas ed on laws , policy, ecology, life his tory, local conditions , 
feas ibility, and much more. A s cience and an art.

Spatia l s tipulations
• Avoid nes ts / nes ting habita t
• Development caps  (e.g. oil and gas )
• Avoidance of priority habita ts

Temporal s tipulations
• Timing limita tions  for migratory bird nes ting
• Seas onal clos ures  in priority habita ts
• Time-of-day limita tions

Many more unique methods  for unique s ituations



Habitat improvement
Fores t res toration

Proces s -bas ed riparian 
res toration

Range improvements

Increas e biodivers ity, improve 
s urvival and reproduction, a lign 
with other objectives



Monitoring – T&E species



Monitoring – BLM sens itive species



Research
Supporting Text



Research – Univers ity partners

Emily Macklin

Pinyon jay abundance and 
nes ting colony s election

South Dakota State Univers ity

Dr. Amanda Chees eman

Derek Schleicher

Northern gos hawk nes ting and 
res ource s election 

CSU Pueblo

Dr. Nate Bickford

Brandon Skerbetz

Mexican s potted owl acous tic 
s urveys  and occupancy

Wes tern Colorado Univers ity

Dr. Pat Magee

Eli Wildey

Effects  of recreation on 
mammalian s pace us e

CSU Pueblo

Dr. Nate Bickford



Take homes
Management, res earch, cons ervation are a ll 
intertwined.

All facets  rely on a  foundation of s ound data  and 
robus t s cience.

Laws , economics , s ociocultural factors , etc. play a  
major role in decis ion making.

Is s ues  and opportunities  are divers e. Effective 
cons ervation relies  on partners hips .

Res ources  are limited. Volunteers  and engaged 
public are a  major as s et.
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